Questions for Understanding Research Articles

Sometimes, unfortunately, reading can quickly become an automatic, passive process. When reading research articles, however, passive reading will not allow you to glean important information you will need to interpret findings and plan future research ideas.

For this assignment, you will read “Driven to distraction: Dual-task studies of simulated driving and conversing on a cellular telephone.” Answer the questions below to help extract important information from the article and prepare for summarizing articles in your own writing. These questions can also be useful to keep in mind when you are reading articles for your own purposes. 

Each question is worth 2pts. While answering, make sure to put answers in your own words. That is, paraphrase answers from the article rather than taking direct quotes.


1.   Write the full reference for this paper using APA style. 
	Note: All information for a full citation (e.g., volume and index #, page #s) can be found in the article



Abstract and Introduction
2. What is the general, overarching question that the authors are trying to answer?



3. What background information or findings have informed the research question? Include a summary of at least 2 findings, and include proper in-text citations (you do not need a full reference for these articles).





4. Redelmeier and Tibshirani (1997), Briem and Hedman (1995), and Brookhuis, De Vries, and De Waard (1991) have provided background information for this study. However, the current paper notes limitations of these studies. Choose one of these summarized studies, explain completely what the limitations were, and how the current study addresses those limitations.




5. Two hypotheses are introduced that could explain any interference that cell phones have on driving: the peripheral-interference hypothesis and the attentional hypothesis. Explain the difference between these two hypotheses.


Experiment 1
NOTE: On page 464, the authors report a small study where they used listening to a book-on- tape control condition instead of listening to the radio. You can ignore this study when answering the questions below. 

Exp 1 Method
6. Identify the independent variable(s) of the study and the levels of each variable.



7. Identify the dependent variable(s) of the study. Be specific (i.e., not just “driving performance”).



8. In 1 or 2 sentences, describe what participants did in the study.





9. Do you think the method used provides a good test of the research question that you identified in Question 1? Identify one or two things you would change about the authors’ method that could better test their hypothesis.






Exp 1 Results
10. What pattern of results would support the peripheral interference hypothesis? What pattern of results would support the attention hypothesis?







11. What were the actual results of the study? Which hypothesis does this support?





Experiment 2

Exp 2 Method
12. Identify the independent variable(s) of the study and the levels of each variable.



13. Identify the dependent variable(s) of the study. Be specific (i.e., not just “driving performance”).



14. In 1 or 2 sentences, describe what participants did in the study.




15. Do you think the method used provides a good test of the research question that you identified in Question 1? Identify one or two things you would change about their method that could better test their hypothesis.




Exp 2 Results
16. What pattern of results would support the peripheral interference hypothesis? What pattern of results would support the attention hypothesis?




17. What were the actual results of the study? Make sure to explain results for all independent variables. 
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General Discussion
18. What are the two main conclusions of this study? 



19. Identify one limitation of the study and how you could address this in a different study.



20. Identify one future direction of research based on the findings in the article
